Caprine besnoitiosis: studies on the experimental intermediate hosts and the role of the domestic cat in transmission.
A study was conducted to test the infectivity of bradyzoites of a Besnoitia species infecting goats in Kenya to rats, mice, rabbits, sheep and goats. Only goats developed infection resulting in tissue cyst formation. Eighteen cats were tested for their role in transmission of this Besnoitia species. Ten of the cats were fed on goat tissues with numerous Besnoitia cysts; four cats were orally inoculated with bradyzoites and four others fed on mice and rat carcasses previously inoculated with bradyzoites. None of these cats produced Besnoitia oocysts in their faeces for 30 days.